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Letters  to  the  Editor 


Editor:  For  an  organization  that 
wants  to  include  all  Hill  Dwell¬ 
ers,  I  think  it  unfortunate  to 
have  “General  Membership 
Meetings”  that  members  believe 
cost  money  to  attend.  Not  ev¬ 
eryone  may  want  to  spend  the 
money,  or  can  afford  the  en¬ 
trance  fees. 

I  and  some  other  THD  mem¬ 
bers  did  think  one  had  to  pay  to 
attend.  After  a  few  phone  calls 
I  found  out  that  all  members  are 
invited  to  attend  the  member¬ 
ship  meeting  portion  of  dinner 


meetings  without  charge.  This 
information  is  not  published  on 
the  cards  mailed  out  and  I  think 
it  should  be.  For  example,  the 
November  meeting  card  gave  no 
indication  that  any  THD  busi¬ 
ness  was  to  be  conducted. 

If  there  is  TFID  business  done 
at  a  meeting  then  the  agenda  and 
time  should  be  on  the  cards 
mailed  out.  If  the  agenda  is  not 
known  on  the  mailing  date  then 
the  time  of  the  business  portion 
should  be  shown.  Also,  how  does 
a  member  get  on  the  agenda? 


I  know  THD  wants  to  include 
all  Hill  residents,  therefore  I  sug¬ 
gest  we  do  everything  possible 
to  include  them. 

Stewart  H.  Bloom. 


Freebairn-Smith  &  Crane 

Practicing  in  Estate  Planning, 

Planning,  Urban  Design,  Architecture 

Probate  and  Elder  Law 

Carolyn  M.  Baulsier 

Attorney  at  Law 

Rod  Freebairn-Smith 

55  New  Montgomery  Street  Tel:  (415)  777-3681 

Janet  Crane 

Suite  803  Fax:  (415)  777-5227 

(415)398-4094 

San  Francisco,  CA  94105 

Issue  Number  138  Winter  1996  -  Page  No  4 


Show  neighborhood  support... 


ALFRED  R.  PISCIOTTA  &  SONS 

Custom  Upholstering  &  Window  Furnishings 


Frank  R.  Pisciotta 

Trade  Consultant 


“Old  World  Craftmanship"  since  1934 

2060  Stockton  •  San  Francisco  •  (415)  781-6277 


NORTH  BEACH  PIZZA,  INC. 

1499  Grant  Avenue 

San  Francisco,  California  94133 


(415)433-2509  (415)433-1818  Fax (415) 433-7217 


M*TT(D  ClUrrUCOA 

781-1063 

-A*  ^ziiatttucei  &  do 


MAMUTACTUKIM9 

FINE  JEWELRY 
450  COLUMBUS  AVE. 


ESPRESSO  CAPPUCCINO  VINO  PANINI 

Washington  Square 
Barg^Grill. 

Or  <g| 

1707  Rowell  St  San  Francisco, 94133  Ph.  982-8123 

423  Columbus  Ave. 
San  Francisco,  CA  94133 
Hanna  &  Sandy  Suleiman  415-397-6261 
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President’s  Letter 


by  Joe  Luttrell 


We  are  coming  to  the  time  of 
year  when  the  Hill  Dwellers 
nominate  next  year’s  officers 
and  directors.  What  would  you 
be  getting  yourself  into  if  you  were  one  of  the  lucky  ones  who 


Photo  by  Rod  Freebaim-Smith 


“signed  on”? 


I  remember  when  I  first  became  a  director— it  was  more  or  less  a  fluke.  A  friend  and  neighbor  had 
been  asked  to  produce  potential  nominees;  would  I  be  one?  So  to  do  him  a  favor,  I  picked  out  a 
serviceably  clean  shirt  and  went  to  the  required  gathering,  with  no  intention  of  doing  anything 
more.  Before  I  knew  it,  the  offer  to  serve  on  THD’s  Board  had  been  made  and,  not  knowing  quite 
how  to  say  “no”  politely,  I  accepted. 


What  is  this  Board  which  you,  too,  might  find  yourself  joining?  Well,  there  are  seventeen  of  us,  8 
directors  and  8  officers  (who  are  also  directors)  plus  our  immediate  past-President.  It  is  a  very  able 
group  for  the  moment,  lots  of  quite  independent,  strong-minded  people  who  can,  almost  miracu¬ 
lously,  work  well  together.  I  think  the  glue  is  the  Hill  itself,  which  seems  to  command  the  loyalty  of 
many  who  live  here,  and  certainly  does  for  those  on  the  Board. 


The  Board  meets  once  a  month  (December  and  July  excepted)  and  there  are  loads  of  activities  limited 
only  by  your  time  and  energy.  The  term  is  two  years  (one  year  for  officers).  The  benefits  are 
probably  largely  intangible,  but  very  real.  After  two  years  you  will  know  the  Hill  amazingly  well. 
You  will  have  a  bunch  of  new  friends.  And  you  will  be  able  to  involve  yourself  in  whatever  we  do 
that  appeals  to  you.  If  we  don’t  do  it,  you  can  start  it. 

Interested?  Give  me  a  call  at  255-6799  and  pick  out  that  serviceably  clean  shirt! 
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THE  FAMOUS 

CONDOR 

INVITES  YOU  FOR 


Cocktails  &■  Appetizers 

Featuring 


,J?rish£offee 

15  Beers  on  Tap 


Corner  of 
id  way  £r 
(Columbus 

*5* 

VH 1  -H222 

Four 

Pool  Tables 


San  Francisco  Printing 


Offset  printing  &  Copying 
Translation  &  Typesetting 
All  quality  bindery 

758  Broadway 
San  Francisco,  CA  94133 
Tel:  (415)  362-1688 
Fax:  (415)  362-1677 


"★  ★  ★"  Michael  Bauer 
San  Francisco  Chronicle 


Re jlauronl 
Dinner  -  Tues-  $ai  -  5:30  - 10:00 
2  3  3  0  Taylor  St  &  Columbus 
Telephone  5  6  3  -  6  2  6  6 


The 

Italian  Dining 
Experience  in 
San  Francisco 


Valet  Parking 
Banquets  up  to  75 

1512  Stockton  Street  (415)  392-1700 


FRESH! 

Homemade  Pasta  &  'j.- JUa 


Fish  from  the 
Pacific 


m 


racmc 

Serving  continuously  from  11:45  to  1:45am  Grant  and  Vallep  Streets  (415)  434-2248 

The  Original  Italian  Pizza  from  our  woodburning  oven. 
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THD  Board  Resolutions 

August,  1996:  No  Board  Meeting 
September  10,  1996 

The  Board  unanimously  approved  a  motion  to  support  replacement  of  the  existing  Central  Freeway 
structure  with  an  alternative  that  is  safer,  minimizes  the  negative  impact  on  the  neighborhoods  and 
enhances  the  physical  environment  of  San  Francisco,  and,  further,  to  expedite  this  alternative  by 
simultaneously  removing  both  decks  of  the  Central  Freeway. 

October  8,  1996 

The  Board,  on  behalf  of  the  membership,  extend  to  Lawrence  Ferlinghetti  Lifetime  Membership  to 
Telegraph  Hill  Dwellers. 


SOCIAL  NEWS 

by  Gerry  Crowley 


Our  standing-room-only  Gen¬ 
eral  Membership  Meeting  in 
August  featured  District  Attor¬ 
ney  Terence  Hallinan  as  the 
speaker  at  the  newly  remodeled 
wine  cellar  at  the  North  Beach 
Restaurant.  Many  thanks  to 
Lorenzo  Petroni  and  staff  for 
helping  to  make  the  evening  spe¬ 
cial.  Co-chairs  Ken  Scudder  and 
Kellen  Defiel  continued  the  Ital¬ 
ian  theme  by  also  arranging  our 
September  mid-week  cocktail 
party  at  In  Bocca  where  we  en¬ 
joyed  Northern  Italian  antipasti 
with  our  libations. 

Arthur  Chang  chaired  our  Beat 
Era  Celebration  at  the  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Art  Institute  in  October. 
Schmoozing  with  and  listening 
to  the  recitations  of  prominent 


Beat  writers  and  poets  was  a  rare 
treat.  The  mellow  jazz  ensemble 
and  delectable  comestibles  by 
Cow  FIollow  Catering  added  to 
the  ambience. 

As  we  go  to  press,  Terry 
Bertrand  is  chairing  our  Novem¬ 
ber  dinner  meeting  featuring  the 
talent  and  anecdotes  of 
Chronicle  cartoonist  Phil 
Frank,  creator  of  Farley,  our 
beloved  North  Beach  neighbor. 
Sherry  O’Donnell  and  Daranne 
Schott  are  co-chairing  our  De¬ 
cember  1  HoHday  Party  at  dalla 
Torre  Restaurant  while  Patrick 
Frantz  is  chairing  a  Holiday 
Hospitality  Walk  on  December 
12.  (See  below.)  We  may  take  a 
social  breather  in  January  and 


save  our  energy  for  the  antici¬ 
pated  dinner  with  Mayor  Brown 
in  February. 

Join  THD’s  Holiday 
Hospitality  Walk 

December  12  between  5:30  and 
9:30  PM  local  merchants  will 
welcome  Telegraph  Hill  Dwell¬ 
ers  with  snacks  and  libations  to 
celebrate  the  holidays.  The 
event  is  planned  as  a  progressive 
walk— join  anywhere.  It’s  a  nice 
way  for  us  to  meet  the  owners 
of  new  neighborhood  enter¬ 
prises,  such  as  the  Van  Den  Berg 
Gallery,  and  to  bring  greetings 
of  the  season  to  people  we  know 
at  The  Artistic  Eye,  Aria,  Knits 
&  Leather,  Slips,  Azul — fifteen 
or  so  shops  in  all.  At  press  time 
the  complete  list  of  merchants 
wishing  to  participate  in  the 
Holiday  Walk  hasn’t  been  final¬ 
ized.  Invitations  and  maps  will 
be  in  the  mail  soon. 


Issue  Number  138  Winter  1996  -  Page  No  8 


Membership  Report 

by  June  Fraps 


Our  new  membership  folder  is 
out,  informing  the  neighbor¬ 
hood  about  THD  and  bringing 
in  new  members.  Hearty 
thanks  to  its  creators:  Dana 
Chisnell  and  Rozell  Overmire 
who  wrote  it;  Rod  Freebairn- 
Smith  who  supplied  the  draw¬ 
ings;  Stewart  Bloom  and  Peter 
Overmire  who  provided  ideas 
and  feedback;  Angela  Chiu  of 
the  Chinatown  Resource  Cen¬ 
ter  who  supplied  the  Chinese 
characters;  the  folks  at  Cavalli 
Bookstore  for  the  Italian  trans¬ 
lation,  and  Larry  Gee  at  the 
Printing  Place  who  produced  it. 

Thanks,  too,  to  those  who  are 
getting  the  folder  out  into  the 
neighborhood:  Catz  Forsman, 
John  Blum,  Morton  Beebe, 
Marge  Savo,  Billie  Atlas,  Joe 
Luttrell,  Marsha  Garland  and 
Clyde  Steiner. 


A  warm  welcome  to  new  mem¬ 
bers:  Herman  Baker,  David 
Benson,  Jack  Brown,  Jeff  Flint, 
David  Heran,  Jill  Alene  Jiminez, 
Will  Hipps  and  Irene  Liotis, 
Mary  Ann  MacLachlan,  Don 
McLarty,  Barbara  Hoffer  and 
Wendy  Noah,  David  Norwitt, 
Jennifer  Richmond,  Tina 
Smelser,  John  and  Rosemary 
Stroud,  John  Thorpe,  Charlie 
McCoy  and  Jean  Traverso, 
Christopher  Ford  and  Linda 
Wohlrabe,  Termeh  Dimi 
Yeghiazarian,  and  Don  and 
Carol  Zakes. 


This  may  be  your  last 
Semaphore!!! 

If  the  mailing  label  on  this 
Semaphore  is  dated  9/1/96 
or  earlier,  your  membership 
has  lapsed  and  we  hope 
you’ll  rectify  that  situation 
with  a  check.  If  you  think 
our  records  are  incorrect,  or 
you  are  in  doubt  about  your 
membership  status,  please 
call  me  at  392-1187,  or  drop 
a  note  to  THD  Member¬ 
ship,  PO  Box  330159,  SF 
CA  94133.  We  want  to  keep 
you  with  us! 


S' 

T  A 

CHARLES 

HAMMOND 

■■ 

CLEANING 

GARDENING 

DECORATING 

ORGANIZING 

CLOSETS 

OFFICES 

ODDS  AND  ENDS 

415  431-1579  J 

JULIUS  CASTLE 

1541  Montgomery  St.  San  Francisco,  CA 

A  top  Telegraph  Hill  overlooking  San  Francisco  Bay 
Featuring  exquisite  continental  cuisine.  Elegant 
service,  rare  vintage  wines  and  spirits  with  unsur¬ 
passed  views  in  on  intimate  atmosphere. 

A  San  Francisco  Tradition  since  1922 

Lunch  Monday  -  Friday  from  1 1 :30  -  4:00  p.m. 
Evenings  from  5:00  -  10:00  p.m. 

All  major  credit  cards  accepted  /  Violet  Parking  /  Private  Parties  Welcome 
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Planning  and  Zoning  Committee  Report 

by  Richard  Marshall 


1.  Dalla  Torre  Restaurant. 
Owner  Jeffrey  Pollack  has  been 
active  in  efforts  to  eliminate 
sound  problems  recently  re¬ 
ported  in  a  petition  by  nearby 
neighbors.  At  a  P  &  Z  meeting 
on  August  8  he  stated  that  sound 
from  windows  would  be  mod¬ 
erated  by  air  conditioning  the 
restaurant,  but  a  neighbor’s  view 
could  be  impaired  by  a  cooling 
tower.  At  a  following  meeting 
with  neighbors  on  September  23 
he  spoke  of  air  conditioning 
the  top  floor  only,  but  would 
present  the  full  scope  of  the 
neighbors’  concerns  to  his  me¬ 
chanical  contractor  and  return 
with  a  proposal  in  early  No¬ 
vember.  Reports  will  follow. 

2.  Residence  at  255  Chestnut. 
The  owner,  after  several  discus¬ 
sions  with  objecting  neighbors, 
including  a  successful  modera¬ 
tion  by  Committee  Co-chair 
and  architect  Jim  Valenti,  re¬ 
vised  his  plans.  He  removed 
about  500  square  feet,  lowered 
the  building  profile  and  opened 
views  that  were  previously 
blocked.  However,  his  design 
fell  short  of  the  thrust  of  the 
proposed  THD  Scenic  Ordi¬ 
nance  requirements.  Presently 
the  owner  has  terminated  con¬ 
tact  with  neighbors  and  has  re¬ 
turned  to  his  original  plans 


which  he  indicates  will  be  filed 
for  agency  approval.  Our  com¬ 
mittee  hopes  contact  will  be  re¬ 
opened  and  that  ongoing  con¬ 
structive  meetings  will  resume. 

3.  Scenic  Ordinance.  JoeLuttrell 
reported  that  he,  Bob  Tibbits, 
Herb  Kosovitz  and  Andy 
Katz  met  with  Supervisor  Sue 
Bierman  and  was  encouraged  by 
her  apparent  agreement  with  the 
direction  of  the  ordinance. 
Following  the  November  elec¬ 
tion  she  will  take  action. 

4.  281-285  Chestnut  Residence. 
Committee  member  Andy  Katz 
said  the  owner  is  keeping  the 
existing  building  envelope  and 
plans  to  add  a  garage  and  re-do 
the  exterior.  Concern  about  hill 
destabilization  led  to  engineer¬ 
ing  redesign  of  the  garage  to 
employ  tandem  parking.  The 
owners  are  helpful  and  respon¬ 
sive  to  community  suggestions. 


5.  Sansome  Street  Cliffs.  Wells 
Whitney  has  a  report  from  the 
developer  who  has  plans  and 
proposes  to  meet  with  the  Alta 
Street  neighbors.  The  project 
appears  to  impinge  on  gardens. 
We  will  carefully  track  this. 
New  Public  Access  at  Pier  43 
The  apron  at  Pier  at  the  Rail- 


The  Washington 
Square  Inn 

1660  Stockton  Street 
San  Francisco 
CA  94133 

(415)981-4220 


LUNCH  -  DINNER  -  LATE  NIGHT 
Eat  in  or  Take  Out 


Bay  &  Powell  -  Northpoint  Mall 

Validated  Parking 
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Port-Poum 

Here  is  a  medley  of  recent  activities  along  the  waterfront  monitored  by  Bob  Tibbits. 


road  Arch  has  now  been  resur¬ 
faced  and  new  decking  has  been 
added  to  create  25,000  square 
feet  of  new  open  space  complete 
with  simulated  railroad  tracks 
leading  to  the  arch,  new  rails, 
several  benches  and  attractive 
tulip  street  lighting.  This  new 
public  access  in  one  of  the  most 
congested  pedestrian  areas  along 
the  wharf  came  about  as  a  result 
of  a  mitigation  measure 
brokered  by  the  S.  F.  Bay  Con¬ 
servation  &  Development  Com¬ 
mission  with  Pier  39.  Included 
in  the  deal  was  the  removal  of 
rotten  piling  stubs  that  were  all 
that  remained  of  the  original 
1913  structure.  This  uncover¬ 
ing  of  the  Bay  effectively  ex¬ 
posed  the  same  area  that  was 
filled  by  the  new  Underwater 
World.  The  Coastal  Conser¬ 
vancy  contributed  $650,000  in 
matching  funds  for  the  project, 
and  the  Port  hopes  to  obtain  fur¬ 
ther  grants  to  refurbish  the  Rail¬ 
road  Arch.  Meanwhile,  the  City 
of  Vallejo,  utilizing  a  $1.6  mil¬ 
lion  Federal  Flighway  Admin¬ 
istration  grant,  will  construct  a 
new  passenger  landing  ramp 
along  the  apron  to  handle  two 
new  ferry  boats  that  are  now 
under  construction. 


F-Line  Through  Fishermen’s 
Wharf  to  he  Completed 
According  to  Don  Tee,  MUNI 
Manager  for  the  F-Line  project, 
construction  of  the  last  leg  of  the 
streetcar  tracks  along  Jefferson 
Street  will  get  underway  early 
next  year.  Invitations  for  con¬ 
struction  bids  have  been  sent  out 
for  laying  tracks  through 
Fishermen’s  Wharf  to  Jones 
Street  (at  Castagnola’s  Restau¬ 
rant),  south  to  Beach  Street,  then 
returning  to  the  Embarcadero 
just  east  of  the  Pier  39  garage. 
Completion  is  expected  in  time 
for  the  tourist  onslaught  next 
summer,  but  the  final  link  to  the 
Market  Street  line  will  not  be 
made  for  another  two  years 
when  the  split  roadway  in  the 


completed.  Even  then  it  will  not 
be  possible  to  ride  the  streetcar 
from  Fishermen’s  Wharf  to  the 
Giants’  new  ballpark  in  China 
Basin  without  transferring  to  the 
MUNI  Metro  at  the  Market 
Street  BART  station.  Although 
a  physical  rail  connection  will 
link  the  F-Line  tracks  and  the 
MUNI  Metro  rails,  there  is  no 
plan  on  MUNI’s  list  of  priori¬ 
ties  to  offer  continuous  street¬ 
car  service  to  King  Street.  This 
is  a  major  flaw  in  the  Waterfront 
Transportation  Project,  but 
maybe  Mayor  Brown  can  fix  it. 
(554-6141) 

"Save  the  Bay”  Celebrates  its 
35th  year 

Back  in  the  60’s  when  little  old 
ladies  wore  tennis  shoes,  three 


Ferry  Building  plaza  has  been  Berkeley  housewives  became 

Charles  W.  Baker,  M.S.,  D.C. 

Chiropractor 

■  Chiropractic  Sports 

■  Physician 

■  Workers'  Compensation 
Evaluator 

■  Prodiatry 

■  Massage 

Tel:  (415)  986-1599 

Northpoint  Centre  ■  35  Bay  Street  ■  San  Francisco,  CA  94133 


NORTHPOINT 

Chiropractic 

Clinic 
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alarmed  and  concerned  about  an 
Army  Corps  of  Engineers’  re¬ 
port  that  concluded  70%  of  the 
Bay  could  be  filled  in  for  devel¬ 
opment.  In  a  truly  “grass  roots” 
campaign  Kay  Kerr,  Sylvia 
McLaughlin  and  Esther  Gulick 
mobilized  an  outraged  citizens’ 
response  that  culminated  in  the 
passage  of  the  McAteer-Petris 
Act  in  1969  and  the  creation  of 
the  S.  F.  Bay  Conservation  & 
Development  Commission  to 
restrict  new  Bay  and  shoreline 
reclamations.  Last  month,  “Save 
the  Bay”  held  a  special  35th  An¬ 
niversary  Party  aboard  the  his¬ 
toric  ferry  boat  Santa  Rosa.  The 
now  13,000-strong  organization 
continues  its  fight  to  preserve 
tidal  wetlands,  protect  the  frag¬ 
ile  estuarial  ecosystem  and  sup¬ 
port  public  access  and  open 
space  along  the  waterfront. 
Memberships  are  only  $10  a 
year.  Call  for  details . 
(510-452-9261) 

Guidelines  for  Urban  Design 
along  the  Waterfront  Studied 


THD’s  Waterfront  Committee 
is  working  with  Save  the  Bay 
and  BCDC  staff  on  the  public 
access  and  open  space  elements 
of  the  urban  design  guidelines 
being  formulated  for  the  Water¬ 
front  Land  Use  Plan  by  Port 
planning  staff  and  a  select  Tech¬ 
nical  Advisory  Committee.  In 
addition  to  more  mundane  fea¬ 
tures  such  as  street  lighting,  sign¬ 
ing  and  hard  and  soft  landscap¬ 
ing,  the  guidelines  will  deal  with 
historic  preservation  of  some  of 
the  pier  bulkhead  buildings.  If 
landmarks  designation  were  to 
be  adopted  for  these  structures 
(°r  a  ‘  ‘historic  district”  of  several) 
they  would  become  exempt 
from  BCDC’s  water-oriented 
use  restrictions.  In  1992  the  At¬ 
torney  General  opined  that  the 
Ferry  Building,  due  to  its  status 
as  a  listed  historic  landmark,  was 
not  subject  to  State  Lands 
Commission’s  interpretation  of 
use  limitation  to  only  water-ori¬ 
ented  business  offices.  This,  in 
effect,  opened  the  door  for  the 
planned  restoration  and  seismic 


upgrading  of  that  pile-sup¬ 
ported  structure  without  re¬ 
gard  to  any  BCDC-mandated 
concerns  about  “filling”  the 
Bay  for  non-water-oriented 
uses.  Port  plans  for  landmarks 
designations  have  been  kept 
under  cover. 

Meanwhile,  other  Save  the 
Bay/BCDC  proposals  are  be¬ 
ing  reviewed.  The  most  in¬ 
triguing  suggestion  calls  for  de¬ 
velopment  of  a  100-foot  wide 
sidewalk  behind  the  stand¬ 
alone  bulkhead  buildings  that 
would  create  a  pedestrian  mall 
along  the  water’s  edge.  This 
would  entail  truncating  a  sec¬ 
tion  of  the  pier  sheds  at  the 
shoreline,  but  would  not  pre¬ 
clude  continued  interim  use  of 
these  structures  as,  for  ex¬ 
ample,  revenue-generating 
warehouses.  Other  suggestions 
include  demolishing  certain 
bulkheads  and  connecting 
structures  to  open  new  vistas 
onto  the  Bay.  A  few  piers  and 
connecting  buildings,  requiring 
costly  seismic  retrofitting  and 
fire  prevention  systems  to  com¬ 
ply  with  City  building  codes, 
would  be  candidates  for  com¬ 
plete  removal.  Ultimately,  the 
Design  Review  Board  of 
BCDC  will  have  to  approve 
any  proposed  urban  design 
guidelines.  To  keep  posted  on 

these  proceddings,  contact  Joe 
continued  on  next  page 


TRAVEL  ZONE 

Ann  Beckom 

Independent  Travel  Agent 

Expertise  In  Special  Needs  Travel 

Call  me  for  all  your  travel  needs 

415-398-5887 
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Portpourri... 

LaClair  at  BCDC:  557-3309,  or 
Dan  Hodapp  at  the  Port:  274-0625. 

Dennis  Bouey  Returns  to  the 
Friendly  Skies 

The  Executive  Director  of  the 
Port  has  resigned.  Dennis 
Bouey,  who  left  his  Deputy 
Manager’s  job  at  San  Francisco 
International  Airport  to  replace 
Michael  Huerta  in  1993,  will  be 
leaving  his  hometown  to  be¬ 
come  head  of  the  Philadelphia 
International  Airport.  Amid 
continuing  controversy  about 
the  future  development  of  the 
Port,  he  leaves  behind  a  divided 


Port  Commission:  Commis¬ 
sioner  Jimmie  Herman,  on  the 
one  hand,  advocating  more 
forceful  marketing  of  the  vastly 
under-utilized  container  and 
breakbulk  cargo  facilities,  and 
Commissioner  Preston  Cook, 
on  the  other,  pushing  for  rev¬ 
enue-generating  non-maritime 
(read:  real  estate  type  develop¬ 
ment)  use  of  Port  property.  Not 
surprisingly,  Mayor  Brown  an¬ 
nounced  he  will  nominate  a  re¬ 
placement  who  is  “totally 
steeped  in  maritime”.  Mean¬ 
while,  a  committee  composed  of 
Commissioners  Herman  and 
Denise  McCarthy,  is  preparing 
a  staffing  reorganization  pro¬ 


posal  to  beef  up  maritime  pro¬ 
motion  and  marketing  efforts 
which,  at  this  writing,  has  not 
been  adopted  by  the  commis¬ 
sion  at  large.  Earlier  it  had  can¬ 
celed  the  under-funded  “Tun¬ 
nel  Project”  initiated  by 
Huerta  that  would  have  per¬ 
mitted  double-stacked  contain¬ 
ers  on  railroad  flatcars  to  ser¬ 
vice  the  Port’s  intermodal 
transfer  facility.  The  restora¬ 
tion  of  a  so-callled  “Maritime 
Department”  without  com¬ 
pleting  the  Tunnel  Project,  op¬ 
ponents  argue,  will  be  “push¬ 
ing  on  a  wet  string”. 


Karl  Crouch  Kortum  1917-1996 

A  memorial  service  for  Karl  Kortum  who  died  on  September  12  was  held  last  month. 
Over  two  hundred  friends  and  admirers  gathered  aboard  the  Bdclutha  on  a  sun-swept 
Sunday  afternoon  to  pay  heartfelt  respect  to  this  remarkable  individual.  Kortum  had 
fallen  in  love  with  the  sea  as  a  young  man  serving  on  the  Kaiulam ,  the  last  remaining 
sailing  vessel  in  the  American  merchant  fleet.  In  1941  the  ship  left  Gray’s  Harbor, 
Washington  on  what  proved  to  be  her  last  voyage,  and  sailed  around  the  southern  tip  of 
South  America  and  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  to  eventually  reach  Hobart  on  the  island  of 
Tasmania.  After  serving  in  the  Merchant  Marine  during  the  war,  Kortum  returned  to 
the  Bay  Area  and  practically  single-handedly  conceived  and  created  the  Maritime  Mu¬ 
seum  at  Aquatic  Park  in  1950.  Along  with  other  like-minded  “old  salts”  he  rescued  the 
steel-hulled  Balclutha  from  a  watery  grave  in  the  mud  flats  and  restored  her  to  become  the 
majestic  floating  landmark  she  is  today,  among  other  historic  vessels  moored  at  the 
museum’s  Hyde  Street  Pier.  Most  fittingly,  Municipal  Pier,  which  juts  out  from  Fort 
Mason  to  protea  “Kortum’s  Fleet”  will  be  renamed  in  his  honor.  Memorial  contribu¬ 
tions  can  be  made  to  the  Karl  Kortum  Endowment  for  Maritime  History  at  the  National 
Maritime  Museum  Library  in  Building  E,  Fort  Mason. 
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Garfield  School  Joins  Pioneer 
Park  Work  Parties 


by  Dawne  Bernhardt 

On  November  2  the  Pioneer 
Park  Project  and  the  Garfield 
Elementary  School  jointly  spon¬ 
sored  a  First  Saturday  Work 
Party  and  potluck  lunch  in  Pio¬ 
neer  Park  at  Coit  Tower.  Rich 
Rovetti  of  the  Mayor’s  Office 
and  Supervisor  Sue  Bierman 
joined  Garfield’s  social  science 
classes  to  help  the  children  plant 
the  rare  native  California  pipe 
vine  which  will  attract  butter¬ 
flies  to  the  park  and  their  nearby 
school.  Garfield  Principal 
Karen  Law  spent  the  morning 
working  with  the  children, 
teachers  and  parents,  as  well  as 
community  volunteers  and  staff 
from  the  Recreation  and  Park 
Department  to  control  erosion 
and  beautify  the  park  by  reveg¬ 
etating  parts  of  the  Hill  with  120 
new  plants.  Mr.  Rovetti  pre¬ 
sented  a  Mayor’s  Office  Procla¬ 
mation. 

Garfield  School  has  received  a 
National  Science  Foundation 
Grant  and  is  now  a  Science  Fo¬ 
cus  School.  With  the  help  of 
teachers,  these  young  scientists 
are  learning  hands-on  methods 
for  collecting  samples,  identify¬ 
ing  species  and  mapping  terrain. 


Pioneer  Park  is  their  living  labo¬ 
ratory. 

Pioneer  Park  Project  volunteers 
are  also  working  with  the  Na¬ 
tional  Resources  Conservation 
Service  and  the  US  Department 
of  Agriculture  to  analyze  soil 
and  conduct  fauna  and  flora  spe¬ 
cies  analyses.  Their  technical 
help  will  aid  in  better  manage¬ 
ment  of  the  Park’s  soil  and  wa¬ 
ter,  and  also  contribute  to  creat- 
ing  habitat  and  regional 
biodiversity  by  planting  vegeta¬ 
tion  native  to  the  area. 

Monthly  work  parties  are  held 
in  cooperation  with  Rec  and 
Park  and  the  Department  of 
Public  Works.  T ools  are  loaned, 
plant  materials  are  provided  and 
volunteers’  efforts  are  supervised 
by  staff  gardeners.  The  SF 
Neighborhood  Park  Council  is 
eager  to  institutionalize  partner¬ 
ships  like  this:  community 
building  as  a  long-term  strategy 
for  improving  maintenance  and 
funding  for  parks  citywide.  The 
Council  was  founded  to  create 
community  and  habitat  for  all 
City  parks,  eventually  linking 
them  with  greenways  through 
street  tree  plantings,  and  stair¬ 
way  garden  developments  pro¬ 
moted  by  Friends  of  the  Urban 


Forest  and  San  Francisco  Beau¬ 
tiful. 

The  next  First  Saturday  Work 
Party  is  December  7.  First-time 
volunteers  and  returning  stal¬ 
warts  are  both  welcome.  Call 
391-99 19  for  more  details.  If  gar¬ 
dening  is  not  your  thing,  but 
you  want  to  contribute,  dona¬ 
tions  are  also  needed.  Checks 
should  be  made  payable  to  the 
Telegraph  Hill  Fund  of  the  San 
Francisco  Foundation,  with  a 
notation  for  the  “Pioneer  Park 
Project”  and  sent  c/o  1308 
Montgomery,  #1,  SF,  CA 
94133. 


Diane  R.  Shepherd 

Bookkeeping  Services 


(415)  986-6652 

22  Battery  Street 
Suite  800 
San  Francisco 
CA  941 1 1 
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The  Pioneer  Park  Project  at  Coit  Tower  A 
Multi-Faceted  Public/Private  Partnership 


by  Howard  Wong  and  the  Pioneer  Park  Project  Team 

November  14,  1996  marks  the  one-year  anniversary  of  the  Pio¬ 
neer  Park  Project.  In  just  twelve  months  intense  community  in¬ 
volvement  and  volunteerism  have  resulted  in  a  plan  to  complete 
the  pedestrian  fabric  of  the  Park.  A  pro  bono  team  of  community 
architects,  landscape  architects,  designers  and  other  professionals 
has  contributed  over  fifteen  hundred  hours  to  the  project.  $290,000 
has  been  raised  from  public  and  private  sources.  The  first  phase  of 
the  project  including  construction  of  stairways,  paths  and  a  terrace 
requires  an  additional  $214,000  to  complete.  Funding  efforts  are 
underway,  reaching  out  to  corporations  as  well  as  private  donors. 


ture  and  the  National  Resources 
Conservation  Service. 

o  Innovations  in  Education  be¬ 
ing  developed  with  the  adjacent 
Garfield  Elementary  School 
which  has  received  a  National 
Scrience  Foundation  Grant  as  a 
Science  Focus  School  to  inte¬ 
grate  the  Pioneer  Park  Project’s 
natural  habitat  concepts  into  the 
curriculum. 


The  Project  has  developed  into  a  multi-faceted  blend  of  many  seg¬ 
ments  of  our  community  and  City.  The  uniqueness  of  the  project 
and  its  success  to  date  is  illustrated  by  the  following: 

o  Public/Private  Partnership  uniting  government,  civic/ commu¬ 
nity  organizations,  public/ private  professionals,  environmentalists, 
citizens,  communities,  schools,  children... 

o  Community  volunteerism  energizing  the  project  with  pro  bono 
professionals,  work  parties  on  the  Hill,  plantings/ erosion  control, 
fundraising,  environmental  education... 

o  Erosion,  Safety,  Liability  and  Disability  Issues  being  addressed 
with  architectural  solutions... 

o  Matching  of  Funds  by  donated  services. 

o  Natural  Habitat  Systems  offering  pioneering  opportunity  for 
long-term  low  maintenance  solutions  to  erosion  and  reforestation, 
augmenting  native  plants,  birds,  butterflies,  insects  and  inverte¬ 
brates,  and  building  a  bridge  with  the  US  Department  of  Agricul- 


o  Pilot  Project  of  the  Neighbor¬ 
hood  Parks  Council  establishing 
an  example  for  other  neighbor¬ 
hoods,  providing  the  know-how 
and  organizational  methodology 
for  public/ private  partnerships. 

o  Completing  the  Urban/Pedes¬ 
trian  Fabric  fulfilling  the  origi¬ 
nal  plans  of  City  Planner  Daniel 
Burnham  and  Architects  Arthur 
Brown  Jr.  and  Henry  Howard. 

Get  Involved  in  Resetting  a  San 
Francisco  Jewel 

Watercolor/Art  Exhibit  and 
Sale:  December  3-21  a  special 
fundraiser  for  the  Pioneer  Park 
Project  takes  place  at  the  Evolv¬ 
ing  Space  Gallery  at  536  Pacific 
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Avenue.  Coit  T ower  and  Tele¬ 
graph  Hill  artwork  includes 
works  by  notable  artists.  An  in¬ 
vitation  to  a  special  evening  is 
in  the  mail.  Gallery  hours  are 
Tuesday-Friday  11-6,  Saturday 
Noon-5. 

Fundraising:  Many  corpora¬ 
tions  and  foundations  only  con¬ 
tribute  to  a  project  if  their  em¬ 
ployees  are  involved.  If  the  com¬ 
pany  you  work  for  contributes 
to  projects  like  Pioneer  Park,  or 
if  you  are  on  the  Board  of  Di¬ 
rectors  for  a  foundation  that 
contributes  to  community 
projects,  let  us  know.  Any  per¬ 
sonal  contacts  with  key  people 
in  corporate  or  foundation  fund¬ 
ing  would  be  valuable.  Feel  free 
to  provide  ideas  and  information 
to  Jane  Winslow,  421-5052. 

Public  Relations:  The  Project 
is  in  great  need  of  public  rela¬ 
tions  and  publicity  specialists 
who  can  write  press  releases  and 
develop  story  ideas  for  media 
events  such  as  TV  and  other 
news  coverage.  All  help  is  wel¬ 
come.  Please  contact  Dawne 
Bernhardt,  982-3314. 

W ork  Parties:  T o  volunteer  for 
weekend  watering  and  First  Sat¬ 
urday  Work  Parties  call  Sara 
Gregory,  391-9919. 

Contributions:  The  San  Fran¬ 


cisco  Foundation  has  established 
a  Telegraph  Hill  Fund  to  accept 
tax-deductible  contributions  for 
the  Pioneer  Park  Project  at  Coit 
Tower.  Donation  checks  should 
be  made  payable  to  The  Tele¬ 
graph  Hill  Fund  of  the  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Foundation,  with  a  nota¬ 
tion  for  the  “Pioneer  Park 
Project”  and  sent  to  the  project 
c/o  1308  Montgomery  #1,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94133. 

Volunteers  interested  in  other 
related  activities  may  contact  the 
Project  by  calling  (415)  398- 
5112,  or  call  committee  chairs/ 
members. 


Crganize,  Clean 
cr 

Disperse  your 
Possessions 

Museum  collection 
managers  experienced 
in  caring  for,  storing  and 
moving  objects,  photos 
and  archives,  will  clear 
away  your  chaos. 

Call: 

OVERMIRE  ASSOCIATES 
North  Beach  Office 
415-837-12203 


North  Beach 
Organizations 
Host  A 

“Beat  Celebra¬ 
tion”  at  the  Art 
Institute 

by  Arthur  Chang 

The  rains  moved  on,  the  clouds 
cleared,  and  an  autumnal  sun 
shone  brilliantly  on  the  1920’s- 
built  central  court  of  the  San 
Francisco  Art  Institute  where  a 
celebration  of  the  legacy  of  the 
Beat  Generation  was  held  Oc¬ 
tober  20.  Some  30  poets,  many 
of  them  known  “beats”,  others 
spiritually  akin,  read  poetry  and 
wished  Philip  Whalen  (73)  and 
Michael  McClure  (64),  two  lead¬ 
ing  “beats”,  a  happy  birthday. 
Tributes  to  both  were  read  by 
poets  as  diverse  as  Allen 
Ginsberg,  FA  Lawrence 
Ferlinghetti,  Robert  Gluck, 
David  Haselwood,  Jim  Keller, 
Anne  Waldman,  Robert 
Creeley,  Kit  Robinson,  Joanne 
McClure  and  Joanne  Kyger.  A 
blazing  sheet  chocolate  birthday 
cake  was  served  up,  then  the 
poet  celebrants  joined  members 
of  Telegraph  Hill  Dwellers,  Rus¬ 
sian  Hill  and  North  Beach 
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Beat  Celebration... 

Neighbors  for  a  catered  cocktail 
party. 

This  rare,  possibly  first  time  a 
social  event  was  jointly  hosted 
by  the  3  North  Beach  neighbor¬ 
hood  organizations  was  planned 
so  that  neighbors  could  meet 
one  another  as  well  as  the  ac¬ 
complished  artists  from  the  Beat 
Era.  Many  of  the  artists/ poets 
who  were  invited  to  the  event, 
such  as  Diane  Di  Prima  and 
Joanne  Kyger,  expressed  appre¬ 
ciation  that  the  neighborhoods 
recognized  their  work  and  called 
the  event  a  wonderful  idea.  To 
further  the  interaction  between 
poets  and  neighbors,  Neeli 
Cherkovski,  the  “Boswell”  of 
beat  poets  (he  wrote  Whitman  s 
Wild  Children )  served  as  MC. 
Well-known  photographer 
Jerry  Stoll’s  works  were  on  dis¬ 
play,  including  extraordinary 
photos  of  Billie  Holiday,  Dizzy 
and  Duke  and  local  musicians, 
and  some  of  the  now-legendary 
beat  poets  and  writers  in  their 
hangouts  on  the  “Beach”.  A 
video  ran  continuously  showing 
the  restoration  by  the  Art  Insti¬ 
tute  of  Jay  DeFeo’s  now-famous 
and  mystical  “The  Rose”,  on 
display  at  the  deYoung  Museum 
until  December  29. 

The  exuberant  tone  of  the  birth¬ 
day  celebration  and  tribute  was 


heightened  by  the  inspired  jazz 
of  the  B.  J.  Papa  Group  (catch 
them  at  The  Gathering  Place  on 
upper  Grant  on  weekends). 
Fine  spirits  and  exquisite  hors 
d’oeuvres  (brie  fondu,  grilled 
vegetables,  vegetable  rolls, 
smoked  salmon,  etc.)  from  Cow 
Hollow  Catering  made  this 
event  even  more  memorable. 

The  Social  Committees  of  the  3 
neighborhood  organizations 
worked  to  get  the  word  out  by 
mailers.  Kudos  to  all  who  made 
this  event  possible — especially 
my  co-workers  Deborah  Breed 
of  Russian  Hill  Neighbors,  and 
Micki  Jones,  North  Beach 
Neighbors. 


North  Beach  & 
Wharf  Tours 

Join  THD  member  and 
Chronicle  "Inside  Scoop" 
columnist  on  her  history, 
food  and  cultural  tour  of 
North  Beach  on  Saturdays. 
Enjoy  the  history  of  the 
Italian  immigration,  tastes 
along  the  way  and  lunch  at 
Enrico's  $35.  On  third 
Saturdays  we  do  "The  Real 
Fisherman's  Wharf"  with 
lunch  at  Alioto's  $50. 
Holiday  Gift  Certificates  are 
available.  Call  397-8530 


Recognizing 
NICE  People 

by  Dawne  Bernhardt 

The  People  Who  Make  A  Dif¬ 
ference  Award  is  presented  by 
the  NICE  Committee  (Neigh¬ 
borhood  Improvement  Conser¬ 
vation  and  Enhancement)  to 
members  of  Telegraph  Hill 
Dwellers  who  have  made  out¬ 
standing  contributions.  The  6th 
and  7th  recipients,  Rhoda 
Robinson  and  Mary  Risley, 
were  honored  at  November’s 
THD  General  Membership 
Meeting,  and  their  names  in¬ 
scribed  on  a  perpetual  plaque 
reading — In  recognition  and 
grateful  appreciation  for  extraor¬ 
dinary  efforts  in  contributing  and 
encouraging  others  to  become  in¬ 
volved  in  making  the  Telegraph 
Hill  area  a  better  place  to  live. 
Some  of  Rhoda’s  and  Mary’s  ac¬ 
complishments  are  described  in 
the  article  Francisco  Street  Friends 
in  this  issue. 

A  second,  new  award  focuses  on 
the  “C”  in  NICE,  Conservation. 
A  certificate  is  given  to  those 
very  special  shop  owners  who, 
over  the  years,  have  conserved 
the  old-world  character  of  their 
stores.  Long-time  Plill  dwellers 
know  them  well,  newcomers  will 
want  to  know  them  better.  The 

continued  on  next  page 
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NICE  People... 

certificate  is  titled  “Honoring  the  Heritage  of  the  Hill.”  It  reads: 
Thank  you  for  preserving  the  past  and  serving  the  present.  A  visit  to 
your  store  is  always  an  opportunity  to  savor  a  bit  of  the  history  and 
character  of  North  Beach  and  Telegraph  Hill.  A  profile  of  the  first 
honoree,  Mrs.  Ottilia  Malattia,  is  told  in  Joan  Wood’s  article  Co¬ 
lumbus  Cutlery  in  this  issue. 


North  Beach 
Garage 
Debate  Heats 
Up  Again 

by  June  A.  Osterberg 


The  Green  Thumb  Honor  Roll  is  the  third  area  of  recognition — 
NICE  people  who  enhance  our  neighborhood  by  the  plants  and 
flowers  they  maintain  around  their  dwellings.  Future  nomina¬ 
tions  for  awards  in  the  following  categories  should  be  sent  to  me 
c / o  the  NICE  Committee,  THD,  PO  Box  330159,  SF  94133. 
Bountiful  Gardens:  Jack  Early.  Jack  Early  Park  from  Grant  Av¬ 
enue  at  Pfeiffer  Street  up  the  steps  to  the  cliff’s  crest. 

Maria  Pimentell:  Pimentell  Gardens  at  upper  Greenwich  Street 
below  Telegraph  Hill  Blvd. 

Blossoms  in  Boxes:  Denyse  &  William  Pates.  Medeau  Place  off  Fil¬ 
bert  between  Stockton  and  Grant. 

Blooming  Sidewalks:  Sara  &  Gene  Morzenti:  Green  Street  from 
Windsor  Shapely  Shrubs  to  Castle. 

Flowering  Facades:  Rose  Cadenasso.  Cascading  bouganvillae  at  600 
Lombard  at  Stockton. 

All  winners  will  be  our  guests  at  THD’s  Christmas  Party  where 
they  will  be  presented  their  awards. 


T). 


ADMINISTRATIVE  CONSULTANT 

435  Green  Street  No.  4 

San  Francisco,  California  94123 

(415)  781-0456 


The  long-simmering  contro¬ 
versy  over  the  fate  of  the  vener¬ 
able  North  Beach  Garage  on 
Vallejo  Street  and  the  City’s  plan 
to  replace  it  with  a  costly  new 
parking  structure  is  back  on  the 
front  burner.  This  dispute  is  al¬ 
most  always  on  the  Parking  and 
Traffic  Committee’s  agenda. 
These  are  the  developments 
since  our  last  report: 

In  April  the  Department  of 
Parking  and  Traffic,  convinced 
that  the  Dwellers’  primary  con¬ 
cern  was  the  height  of  the  pro¬ 
posed  new  building,  brought 
forward  a  proposal  complying 
with  the  40-foot  height  Emit  by 
putting  six  levels  of  parking  un¬ 
derground  and  utilizing  a  high 
tech,  automated  car-parking  sys¬ 
tem.  DPT,  in  the  person  of 
Kevin  Hagerty,  has  adopted  a 
cooperative  stance  in  its  dealings 
with  the  North  Beach/Tele¬ 
graph  Hill  community  and 
planned  a  public  meeting  last 
month  to  introduce  the  revolu¬ 
tionary  car  storage  concept  and 
solicit  comments  from  residents. 

Hagerty  is  Director  of  the  San 
continued  on  next  page 
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Francisco  Parking  Authority. 

Hagerty  attended  the  October  8  meeting  of  TPID’s  Board  to  present 
the  DPT’s  revised  proposal.  Board  members  cordially  raised  many 
issues  reflecting  doubts  about  the  proposed  project  and  voted  to 
send  a  letter  to  the  Parking  and  Traffic  Commission.  TEED  Presi¬ 
dent  Joe  Luttrell’s  October  10  letter  asked  the  following: 

1.  Has  the  need  for  the  replacement  garage  been  satisfactorily  dem¬ 
onstrated  with  current  data? 

2.  Is  garage  space  existing  elsewhere  in  the  neighborhood  being 
properly  utilized? 

3.  Has  other  proposed  new  parking  construction  been  properly 
taken  into  account? 

4.  Have  other  sites  which  would  not  require  the  demolition  of  an 
existing  parking  structure  been  adequately  surveyed? 

5.  Should  the  construction  of  any  new  parking  structures  be  un¬ 
dertaken,  when  the  result  of  doing  so  would  be  to  bring  additional 
traffic  into  an  already  heavily  trafficked  area? 

6.  Has  the  projected  move  of  Central  Station  been  sufficiently  taken 
into  account? 


on  the  need  for  the  project, 
which  is  projected  to  cost  $7.5 
million.  Funding  would  be  by 
lease  revenue  bonds,  Hagerty 
said.  The  Committee  calculated 
that  with  demolition/ construc¬ 
tion  costs  at  that  level,  and  a  net 
gain  of  180  parking  spaces,  each 
of  these  spaces  would  cost  al¬ 
most  $40,000. 

The  Commission  earlier  had 
approved  awarding  a  $50,000 
consultant  contract  to  Chin 
&Hensolt,  Inc.,  to  investigate 
the  feasibility  of  building  a  me¬ 
chanical  garage  on  the  site. 
Hagerty  stated  that  their  conclu¬ 
sions  will  be  useful  elsewhere  in 
the  City  if  it  is  decided  not  to 
build  on  Vallejo. 


The  above  letter  referred  to  two  other  related  matters  affecting  the 
present-day  parking  picture  in  North  Beach— the  impact  of  the 
demolition  of  the  Embarcadero  Freeway,  and  plans  for  develop¬ 
ing  the  long-vacant  International  Hotel  site  on  nearby  Kearny  Street, 
which  includes  a  130-space  parking  garage.  The  data  on  which 
DPT  has  been  formulating  its  plans  for  Vallejo  Street  is  10  years 
old. 

The  Commission,  under  its  new  President  Gavin  Newsom,  took 
note  of  THD’s  letter  and  called  for  a  study  of  the  need  for  a  new 
garage.  At  its  November  5  meeting  the  Commission  approved  the 
hiring  of  a  consultant  to  perform  a  Parking  Demand  Analysis, 
with  a  maximum  expenditure  of  $27,500.  Larry  Gambol,  opera¬ 
tor  of  the  North  Beach  Garage,  has  pointed  out  that  parking  ga¬ 
rages  on  Powell  Street  are  closed  weekdays  due  to  lack  of  business. 

DPT  also  was  planning  to  hold  a  public  meeting  to  obtain  input 


In  July  the  Parking  and  Traffic 
Commission  appointed  by 
Mayor  Brown  made  the  unusual 
move  of  holding  its  regular  mid¬ 
month  meeting  away  from 
Civic  Center,  meeting  instead  at 
the  new  Jean  Parker  School  on 
Broaday.  Although  the  pro¬ 
posed  replacement  of  the  North 
Beach  Garage  was  not  on  the 
agenda,  the  Commission  dis¬ 
cussed  it  at  length.  Rose  Pak, 
Chinatown  political  activist, 
told  the  members  that  a  new 
garage  on  Vallejo  Street  had 
been  a  dream  for  18  years,  and 
“we  still  don’t  have  a  garage.” 
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Sharon  Bretz,  Commission  Vice 
President,  twice  promised  the 
audience  that  “we  will  break 
ground  by  December!”  Signifi¬ 
cantly,  following  the  meeting, 
DPT’s  proposal  is  no  longer 
called  the  new  North  Beach  Ga¬ 
rage,  or  the  new  Vallejo  Street 
Garage,  but  is  now  referred  to 
as  the  new  garage  for  the  North 
Beach/North  Chinatown  area 
or,  even,  the  Chinatown/North 
Beach  area. 

In  October  the  City  negotiated 
a  new  contract  with  Larry  Gam¬ 
bol  (the  City  bought  the  prop¬ 
erty  in  1988)  including  a  $6,000 
annual  rent  increase  (the  first  in¬ 
crease  in  years),  continued  op¬ 
eration  on  a  month-to-month 
basis,  and  the  agreement  to  al¬ 
low  Central  Station  police  full 
use  of  the  garage’s  upper  level  at 
reduced  rates. 

Other  Parking  and  Traffic  Com¬ 
mittee  News 

In  its  persistent  pursuit  of  on¬ 
street  parking,  and  with  the  help 
of  Tom  Folks  of  DPT,  the  Com¬ 
mittee  has  reclaimed  many  park¬ 
ing  spaces  on  Grant  Avenue. 
Merchants  on  both  sides  of  the 
1300  and  1400  blocks  agreed  to 
consolidate  yellow  zones. 

Success  cannot  yet  be  claimed 


for  the  Coit  Tower  signage 
project— placement  of  changing 
signs  which  advise  drivers  on 
their  way  up  Telegraph  Hill 
when  they  may  expect  to  make 
it  to  the  top.  Technical  prob¬ 
lems  prevented  installation  this 
year,  and  it  is  now  thought  the 
project  can  be  completed  in  time 
for  the  1997  tourist  crunch. 

Ray  Dunaway,  who  has  been 
the  Committee’s  point  man  on 
the  tour  bus  problem,  got  a  lot 
of  help  from  many  active  Dwell¬ 
ers,  including  Billie  Atlas, 
Arthur  Chang  and  Paul  Switzer, 
Chair  of  this  Committee.  Plans 
for  curtailing  some  of  the  tour 
bus  abuses  appeared  in  the  Fall 
Semaphore. 


Mutt  Mitts 

by  Mia  Morrill 

As  winners  of  the  City  Recy¬ 
cling  Program’s  Can  Do  cam¬ 
paign,  the  Telegraph  Hill  Dwell¬ 
ers  has  been  awarded  money  to 
install  six  Mutt  Mitts  dispensers 
in  our  neighborhood.  Mutt 
Mitts  provide  a  practical  way  for 
dog  owners  to  pick  up  after  their 
pets— and  remind  owners  they 
are  required  by  law  to  do  so.  To 
see  what  the  dispensers  look 
like,  check  them  out  at  Crissy 
Field  where  they  have  been  in 
service  for  several  months. 

We  are  now  choosing  sites  for 
these  dispensers  and  welcome 
your  suggestions.  Also,  we  need 
to  locate  funds  for  future  Mutt 
Mitt  refills  (about  $50  per  car¬ 
ton  of  800  mitts),  and  volunteers 
to  refill  dispensers  at  one  or 
more  locations  as  needed.  Pet 
owners  are  especially  welcome 
to  fulfill  these  responsibilities! 
Please  call  me  at  982-4850  (or 
anyone  else  on  THD’s  Board) 
if  you  can  help  us  on  this. 
Thanks. 


Yerba  Buena 

@6880® 

Msjmp  BtosnsM 

956*5678 

FulMn<,  '  *  UU*,UM 
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Sculpture  Garden 

by  Billie  Atlas 


Cars  slow  down  and  hikers  pause 
at  the  top  of  Lombard  Street 
where  Telegraph  Hill  Boulevard 
begins  its  graceful  curve  toward 
Coit  Tower.  There  they  marvel 
at  the  sweeping  panorama  of  bay, 
bridges,  islands,  ships  and  distant 
hills  until  their  eyes  are  drawn  to 
the  droll  crea¬ 
tures  perched 
on  the  roof  of 
Bert  and  Mary 
Ann  Tonkin’s 
cliff-hanging 
home.  The 
whimsical  in¬ 
habitants  of 
the  Tonkin’s 
sculpture  gar¬ 
den  seem  to  be 
waving  at 
sightseers  and  Photo  of  a  Tonkin 
agreeing,  “Hey,  what  a  swell 
view!” 

What  has  become  one  of  Tele¬ 
graph  Hill’s  most  popular  attrac¬ 
tions  began  as  a  misunderstand¬ 
ing  between  Bert  Tonkin  and 
sculptor  Albert  Guibara.  Tonkin 
had  admired  Guibara’s  work  at  a 
friend’s  home  and  asked  the  sculp¬ 
tor  to  create  a  piece  for  him. 

As  T onkin  tells  it,  on  delivery  day, 
“I  opened  the  door  and  there  was 
this  big  flatbed  truck  in  the  drive¬ 


way,  and  on  the  truck  were  these 
huge  sculptures.”  They  obviously 
wouldn’t  fit  inside  his  home  or 
even  on  the  patio,  but  not  to 
worry.  The  ever-resourceful 
Guibara  scouted  around  and  fi¬ 
nally  announced  that  he  had 
found  the  perfect  spot  for  his  cre- 


sculpture  by  Billie  Atlas 
ations:  the  roof.  And  so  it  came 
about  that  a  copper  camel,  its  rider 
and  companion  were  crane- 
hoisted  onto  a  specially-built  plat¬ 
form  on  the  roof  of  the  Tonkins’ 
home.  “At  first  we  were  worried 
about  feedback  from  the  neigh¬ 
bors,”  says  Tonkin,  “but  no  one 
complained.  Then  I  asked 
Guibara  to  change  the  figures’ 
arms  around  to  look  like  they’re 
waving.” 

A  mischievous  elf  purchased  at 
Lake  Tahoe,  a  carved  wood  sea¬ 


man  from  Seattle,  and  a  huge  pair 
of  spectacles,  “to  look  back  at  the 
people  who  look  at  the  sculp¬ 
tures,”  complete  the  ensemble. 
The  cheerful  looking  group  can 
coax  smiles  from  even  the  most 
jaded  tourists.  They  greet  people 
coming  up  the  Hill  and  seem  to 
be  waving  goodbye  to  those  com¬ 
ing  back  down.  Some  people 
wave  back.  Others  leave  notes  in 
the  Tonkins’  mailbox,  and  one 
person  left  a  donation,  to  Bert 
Tonkin’s  everlasting  amazement. 

Bert  also  tells  about  the  time  he 
and  Mary  Ann  met  a  young 
woman  from  Wisconsin  at  an  art 
show.  “She  loved  San  Francisco 
and  told  us  about  all  the  things 
she  had  seen,”  he  says,  “including 
‘some  whacko  who  has  sculptures 
on  his  roof!”’ 

A  businessman  with  a  heavy 
travel  schedule,  Tonkin  recently 
was  grounded  while  recovering 
from  major  surgery.  ‘1  would  be 
out  on  the  patio  having  lunch  and 
listen  to  people  looking  at  the 
sculptures,”  he  said.  “I  heard  so 
many  positive  comments.  I’m 
glad  that  they’re  giving  pleasure. 
They  were  meant  to  be  fun.” 

The  Tonkins,  who  deck  their 
sculpture  garden  with  fights  dur¬ 
ing  the  holiday  season,  deserve 
a  very  special  “Thank  You” 
from  all  of  us  for  their  unique 
gift  to  Telegraph  Hill. 
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Francisco  Street  Friends 

by  Dawne  Bernhardt 

Two  friends — Rhoda  Robinson  and  Mary  Risley,  were  awarded 
the  NICE  Committee’s  People  Who  Make  A  Difference  Award  at 
November’s  THD  General  Membership  Meeting.  Rhoda  was 
honored  as  “Historian,  Host  and  Hill  Dweller  Extraordinaire”. 
Since  she  joined  THD  in  the  7 0’s  Rhoda  has  served  twelve  THD 
Presidents  and  Boards  as  Historian  and  keeper  of  the  records.  All 
agree  that  her  phenomenal  memory  and  willingness  to  pore  over 
records  helped  ensure  the  success  of  many  THD  projects.  Past 
Presidents  Jeanne  Milligan  and  Jane  Winslow  noting  Rhoda’s  amaz¬ 
ing  speed  in  researching  and  retrieving  information  say  she  is  in¬ 
deed  Records-at-the-Ready  Rhoda. 

THD’s  records  are  stored  in  the  basement  of  Rhoda’s  home — she 
rescues  and  repairs  discarded  file  cabinets  to  house  the  endless  flood 
of  paper.  Her  bougainvillae  covered  home,  a  charming  and  color¬ 
ful  sight  on  Francisco  Street,  has  been  the  site  of  countless  neigh¬ 
borhood  gatherings,  meetings  and  fundraisers.  Always  gracious 
and  in  good  spirits,  she  most  recently  hosted  luncheons  for  the 
hardworking  400  Trees  volunteers.  Whatever  the  project,  Rhoda 
always  seems  to  have  time;  from  tracing  the  history  of  buildings, 
art  works,  plots  of  land,  to  garage  sale  fundraisers.  She  organizes 
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Stop  signs,  and  also  helps  seniors 
with  Medicare  and  Social  Secu¬ 
rity  problems.  Rhoda’s  been 
an  active  participant  in  the  Food 
Runners  program  since  it  began 
and  is  a  longtime  volunteer  and 
native  plant  resource  person  at 
Strybing  Arboretum.  New 
neighbors  receive  a  welcoming 
visit,  as  did  Mary  Risley  when 
she  opened  T ante  Marie’s  Cook¬ 
ing  School  on  Francisco.  Rhoda 
was  her  first  visitor  arriving,  as 
she  always  does,  with  a  ready 
smile,  a  THD  membership  ap¬ 
plication  and  a  personal  invita¬ 
tion  to  get  involved. 

Mary  Risley,  the  Award’s  co¬ 
winner  was  honored  as  a  “Gen¬ 
erous  Giver,  Gatherer  and  Gar¬ 
dener.”  Since  opening  her 
school  in  1979  Mary  has  pro¬ 
vided  delicious  contributions 
and  a  helping  hand  to  support  a 
variety  of  projects.  Always  one 
to  appreciate  the  humor  of  a  situ¬ 
ation,  Mary  had  to  laugh  at  her 
first  neighborhood  Open 
House.  Italian  ladies  from  the 
“old  school”  taught  the  teacher 
about  prosciutto.  They  re¬ 
moved  and  dumped  the  care¬ 
fully  wrapped  asparagus  and 
substituted  bread  sticks.  Mary 
has  dedicated  much  of  her  life 
to  cooking  and  is  a  graduate  of 
London’s  Cordon  bleu  and 
LaVarenne  in  Paris.  She  had  to 

continued  on  next  page 
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smile  when,  at  Tante  Marie’s  10th  Anniversary  party  the  winner 
of  a  French  Cake  contest  was  an  entry  made  with  Duncan  Hines 
mix  and  Pepsi. 

Community  involvement  has  been  a  major  theme  in  Mary  Risley’s 
life  since  1987  when  she  created  Food  Runners.  Mary  coordinates 
300  volunteers  who  pick  up  excess  food  from  businesses  such  as 
restaurants  and  bakeries  and  deliver  it  to  shelters  and  neighbor¬ 
hood  food  programs.  Our  own  Tel  Hi  Center  provides  an  exten¬ 
sive  senior  food  program  thanks  to  Food  Runners.  Each  week  an 
astonishing  10  tons  of  food  is  collected  and  distributed  to  150  sites. 
The  time  commitment  and  challenges  have  been  enormous  but 
Mary’s  slogan  is,  “Yes,  we  can!” 

For  years  Mary  has  longed  for  a  garden,  “to  help  my  students  bet¬ 
ter  understand  the  connection  between  the  land  and  the  food  they 
cook;  also  to  do  something  that  the  community  could  share  in.” 
So  in  1993  she  started  what  she  calls  Guerilla  Gardening  by  re¬ 
claiming  a  plot  of  City  wasteland  on  upper  Chestnut  at  Kearny. 
The  overgrown  tiny  neglected  comer  strip  needed  to  be  cleared  of 
fennel  and  debris.  Rhoda  Robinson’s  knowledge  of  plants  was 


helpful,  and  her  research  iden¬ 
tified  the  source  of  a  sprin¬ 
kling  system  bequeathed  by 
Dorothy  Erskin.  Now 
Mary’s  students  and  neigh¬ 
bors  tend  the  vegetables,  fra¬ 
grant  shrubs  and  flowers,  and 
invite  locals  to  snip  a  vast  ar¬ 
ray  of  herbs. 

We  are  grateful  for  the  many 
contributions  of  Rhoda 
Robinson  and  Mary  Risley — 
friends  of  Francisco  Street 
who  truly  are  People  Who 
Make  A  Difference. 
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From  Central  Station 

Because  of  our  interest  in  the  condition  and  safety  of  local  parks,  Cen¬ 
tral  Station  Captain  Heather  Fong  and  members  of  her  staff  have  pro¬ 
vided  the  following  report. 

In  the  past  few  years,  the  parks  in  and  about  San  Francisco  had 
not  received  the  attention  from  the  police  that  they  deserved.  Many 
of  the  social  ills  that  affect  our  city  had  adversely  affected  our  parks 
and  recreation  areas.  Limited  police  resources  were  focused  on 
other  law  enforcement  priorities. 

As  a  direct  result  of  the  voters’  mandate  to  staff  fully  the  police 
department,  the  SFPD  now  has  over  two  thousand  sworn  police 
officers.  With  these  additional  men  and  women,  Deputy  Chief 
Richard  Holder  directed  each  of  the  district  station  captains  to 
staff  a  “park  unit”  composed  of  four  officers  whose  sole  resposibility 
would  be  the  park  and  recreation  areas  within  their  district.  At 
Central  Station,  these  Officers  are:  Sherry  Hicks,  Eric  Caracciolo, 
Terry  Laubach  and  James  Gratz. 

These  officers  work  closely  with  park  directors  and  gardeners  to 
make  the  parks  a  safer  and  more  enjoyable  place  to  be.  While 
there  is  much  work  to  do,  many  residents  have  already  noticed  a 
significant  improvement.  The  officers  are  specifically  targeting 
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offenses  that  tend  to  make  the 
parks  a  less  pleasant  place,  this 
includes  drunkenness  and  adults 
loitering  in  children’s  areas.  The 
officers  attempt  to  refer  home¬ 
less  individuals  to  social  pro¬ 
grams  and  people  with  serious 
mental  health  problems  to  cli¬ 
nicians  for  evaluation  and  treat¬ 
ment. 

With  the  cooperation  of  the 
Sheriff’s  Department,  the  offic¬ 
ers  have  regularly  used  non-vio¬ 
lent  offenders  to  clean  the  parks, 
freeing  the  gardeners  to  work  on 
the  landscape.  They  have  also 
coordinated  other  work 
projects — most  recently,  fifty 
United  States  Marines  volun¬ 
teered  during  Fleet  Week  to 
paint  benches  and  railings  in 
Portsmouth  and  Washington 
Squares.  Good  things  are  hap¬ 
pening  in  your  parks! 

The  twenty-four  parks  in  the 
Central  District  are  your  parks 
for  you — and  all  San 
Franciscans— to  use  and  enjoy. 
We  ask  for  your  help  in  being 
our  eyes  and  ears  and  reporting 
constant  problems  and  making 
suggestions  on  how  we  can  bet¬ 
ter  serve  you  in  making  the 
parks  a  safer  and  more  enjoyable 
place.  Please  contact  us  at  Cen- 

continued  on  next  page 
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tral  Station  with  your  comments:  553-1532.  The  officers  at  Cen¬ 
tral  Station  are  very  appreciative  of  the  past  support  from  the  Tele¬ 
graph  Hill  Dwellers  Assocation  and  look  forward  to  your  contin¬ 
ued  support  on  this  new  enforcement  project. 


HILL  CRIME  STATISTICS 

by  Pat  Lorentzen 

For  AUGUST-OCTOBER 

TYPE 

1995 

1996 

%  CHANGE 

Homicide 

0 

0 

Rape 

0 

0 

Robbery 

18 

7 

Assault 

32 

26 

Burglary 

14 

15 

Theft 

112 

123 

Auto 

54 

78 

Other 

144 

140 

TOTAL 

374 

389 

+  4.0% 

Recycle  Your  Christmas  Cards 

This  is  the  age  of  recycling.  Everybody’s  doing  it,  and  Jack  Early  of 
All-Year  Christmas  Cheer  suggests  that,  among  other  things,  you  re¬ 
cycle  your  Christmas  cards.  He  calls  his  program  the  “Recycling  of 
Christmas  Spirit.”  For  more  than  twenty  five  years  he  has  sent  mil¬ 
lions  of  used  Christmas  cards  to  missionaries  of  all  faiths,  orphanages, 
hospitals  and  schools  throughout  the  world.  They  are  remade  and 
used  for  religious  purposes,  teaching  and  decorations.  Remade  cards 
may  also  be  sold  for  the  organizations’  charitable  causes. 

Early,  a  former  San  Francisco  advertising  man,  now  has  more  than 
four  hundred  recipients  around  the  world.  He  will  gladly  send  ad¬ 
dresses  and  mailing  instructions  if  you  send  a  stamped,  self-addressed 
envelope  to:  Jack  Early,  All-Year  Christmas  Cheer,  134  Pfeiffer  St., 
SF,  CA  94133.  AYCC  is  a  non-profit  non-sectarian  activity.  Jack 
says,  “It’s  amazing  how  much  good  used  Christmas  cards  can  do.  It’s 
the  nicest  reycling  you  can  do.”  Actually,  it’s  the  only  way  to  recycle 
Christmas  cards  as  recyclers  will  not  accept  them. 


Donate  Azaleas  to 
Pimentell  Gardens 

Maria  Pimentell  intends  to 
plant  the  upper  Greenwich 
Street  garden  with  azaleas 
which  bloom  all  winter..  Re¬ 
cycle  potted  plants  or  pur¬ 
chase  new  ones  of  any  color. 
Donate  them  to  Maria  who 
will  be  grateful  and  respon¬ 
sible  for  their  care.  For  more 
information  call  Lowell 
Groves  at  397-1332. 


1652  STOCKTON  ST. 
SAN  FRANCISCO 
CA  94133-3316 

TEL:  415-989-7838 
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Van  Den  Berge  Gallery  Opens  at  405  Francisco 


The  sparkling  new  gallery  is  alive  with  color.  Walk  into  it  and 
feel  you  are  in  the  heart  of  a  jewel.  Van  Den  Berge  Gallery  is 
showing  twenty  canvases  by  Michael  Bowen,  one  of  San 
Francisco’s  Beat  artists  who  established  a  North  Beach  studio 
in  1957  and  has  selected  this  retrospective  of  his  work  from  the 
60’s  through  the  80’s.  Two  of  Bowen’s  paintings  are  part  of  the 
exhibit  The  Beat  Culture 
and  the  New  America 
1950-1965  at  the  M.  H. 
deYoung  Museum  until 
December  29. 

The  artist  attended  the 
opening  night  reception 
for  his  one  man  show 
which  opened  the  gal¬ 
lery  on  October  3. 

Stretch  limos  lined  this 
normally  quiet  block  de¬ 
livering  VIPs  from  the 
art,  film  and  media 
worlds — more  than  five 
hundred  guests  packed 
the  small  space  and  over¬ 
flowed  to  the  sidewalk. 

Early  arrivals  contem¬ 
plated  a  ladder-evi¬ 
dence  that  the  last  paint¬ 
ings  were  hung  minutes  before  the  first  guests  arrived.  Gallery 
owners  and  partners  Diane  Holland  and  Arvind  S.  Iyer,  ALA 
found  the  space  for  the  show  just  a  month  before  opening  day, 
renovating,  painting  and  lighting  it  to  make  it  exactly  right  for 
displaying  the  brilliant  colors  of  Bowen’s  paintings  and  the  subtle 
shadings  of  ceramics,  also  on  display,  created  by  the  artists’ 
daughter  Maitreya. 


For  2  years  Diane  operated  the 
Van  Den  Berge  Gallery  in  a 
third-floor  studio  at  855 
Sansome.  At  the  same  time 
Arvind  Iyer  bought  that  build¬ 
ing,  Diane  met  Michael  Bowen 
who  offered  to  make  his  show 
available  provided  a  proper 
display  space  could  be  found. 
Diane  and  Arvind,  who  had  al¬ 
ways  wanted  a  gallery,  joined 
forces  and  relocated  Van  Den 
Berge  in  a  block  of  history  rich 
buildings  on  Francisco  Street 
between  Powell  and  Mason. 

Hours  are  1-6  PM  Tuesday 
through  Saturday.  Browsers 
are  welcome.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation  call  693-9727.  Note: 
The  Van  Den  Berge  Gallery  is 
one  of  the  stops  on  THD’s 
Holiday  Walk  December  12, 
5:30-9:30  PM. 


Part-Time  Home 
Office  Assistant 
"Windows  95" 
Call  Pamela  at 
989-9406 
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more  information  call  274-0270. 


Women  of  the 
Beat  Generation 
at  the  Library 

by  Gardner  Haskell,  North 
Beach  Librarian 

Women  of  the  Beat  Generation  is 
the  title  of  the  lecture  and  dis¬ 
cussion  hosted  by  the  North 
Beach  Library  (Mason  &  Co¬ 
lumbus  Streets)  on  Tuesday 
December  10  at  7:00  PM.  This 
is  also  the  title  of  a  fascinating 
anthology  edited  by  Branda 
Knight  which  examines  the  pre¬ 
viously  neglected  lives  and  writ¬ 
ings  of  some  remarkable  creative 
and  rebellious  women  who  were 
integral  to  the  Beat  Era.  Ms. 
Knight  will  be  joined  by  Eileen 
Kaufman,  ruth  weiss,  and  a  sur¬ 
prise  guest.  Admission  is  free.  For 


2>(mct  CM 


RESTAURANT  -  BAR 

Atffyit 

U«t Aftr  Hurt 

1031  Kearny  St.  SF 

434-1308 


Programs  of 
Timeless  Interest 
for  Kids 

by  Jensa  Woo,  Children’s  Li¬ 
brarian,  North  Beach  Library 

Special  events  children  will  love: 
o  Christmas  Tree  Trim  and  Craft 
Program  Wenesday,  December 
18  at  3:30  PM.  Come  trim 
the  library’s  tree  and  make  or¬ 
naments — for  the  tree  and  to 
take  home.  Suitable  for  kids  ages 
5  and  older. 

o  Join  Nikki  Ausschnitt  for  A 
Mask-making  Workshop  on 
Thursday,  January  23,  1997  at 
3:45  PM.  Using  recycled  office 
products  and  basic  art  supplies, 
Ms.  Ausschnitt  will  help  us 
make  our  own  wearable  masks. 
Suitable  for  kids  ages  6  and  older. 

These  special  programs,  funded 
by  The  Friends  of  the  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Public  Library,  are  in  ad¬ 
dition  to  our  weekly  storytime 
programs  or  film  programs  for 
infants,  toddlers  and  pre¬ 
schoolers.  Call  our  staff  at  274- 
0270  to  find  out  more  about  all 
that  is  happening  at  the  library. 


Columbus  Cutlery 

by  Joan  Wood 

Pve  been  using  the  services  of 
Columbus  Cutlery  for  10-15 
years  and  have  always  been  in¬ 
trigued  by  how  different  this 
business  is  from  others  in  San 
Francisco.  Most  North  Beach 
restaurants  bring  their  knives  for 
sharpening  to  the  small  shop 
located  at  358  Columbus,  where 
Columbus  begins  to  curve  into 
Grant.  It  seems  to  be  always 
crowded  and  the  noise  from  the 
grinders  can  make  social  con¬ 
versation  a  bit  difficult. 

Finally,  I  found  an  opportunity 
to  interview  the  proprietor, 
Ottilia  Malattia,  the  widow  of 
Pietro,  “the  man  in  the  newspa¬ 
per  hat”,  and  daughter-in-law  of 
the  original  founder.  Ottilia’s 
phenomenal  memory  is  one  of 
the  shop’s  greatest  assets.  Mr. 
Malattia  Sr.  came  to  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  in  1957  and  opened  the 
business  at  this  site  in  1964  at  the 
somewhat  extraordinatory  age 
of  79.  Originally,  it  was  a  bar¬ 
ber  supply  shop  which  ex¬ 
panded  to  knife  and  scissor 
sharpening,  eventually  selling 
knives, scissors  and  a  few  cook¬ 
ing  implements  like  whisks  and 
graters.  (I  saw  impressive  and 
interesting  brand  names  such  as 
continued  on  page  28 
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Look  Who's 
New  In  Town! 


UJl 


nited  Airlines  is  pleased 
to  announce  a  new  ticket 
office  located  at  Pier  39 
upper  level  in  the  CitiBank 
Cinemax  Theatre  Lobby 


Open  to  serve  you 

Monday  thru  Saturday 
10:00am  -6:00pm 


Embarcadero  &  Beach  Street 


1  -800-241  -6522 
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Columbus  Cutlery. 

J.  A.  Henckels  and  F.  Dick.) 
The  founder  died  in  1974. 
Ottilia  and  her  husband  who 
had  joined  the  business  in  1969 
carried  on. 

Sharpened  implements  are  al¬ 
ways  carefully  returned  to  cus¬ 
tomers  wrapped  in  newspaper 
for  safety.  Ottilia  is  well  orga¬ 
nized  and  searches  patiently  for 
items,  never  troubled  by  the 
waiting  throng,  even  on  busy 
Saturdays  when  her  son,  who 
still  lives  at  home,  is  usually  ab¬ 
sent.  Without  resentment  his 
mother  observes  that  he  comes 
in  when  he  wants  to.  Ottilia’s 
a  small,  earnest,  kind  and  opti¬ 
mistic  woman  around  70.  She 
and  her  husband  sent  their  five 
children  to  college.  At  one  time 
all  of  the  children  worked  in  the 
shop;  now  one  son  and  two 
helpers  staff  the  shop.  With 
Ottilia  as  sole  proprietor  since 
her  husband  died  last  January  I 
have  the  impression  that  things 
move  more  efficiently;  certainly 
the  atmosphere  is  calmer  and 
my  scissors  are  always  ready  on 
time. 

Ottilia’s  daily  commute  from 
her  home  in  San  Leandro  (“a  big 
house  for  a  large  family”)  takes 
over  an  hour  on  public  transpor- 
tation — she  walks  the  last 


twenty  minutes  “for  exercise”. 
Because  winter  evening  darkness 
makes  her  apprehensive  in 
BART’s  parking  lot  she  has  a 
whistle  strapped  to  her  wrist. 
She  told  me  her  husband  was 
much  more  apprehensive  and 
wanted  her  to  carry  a  knife, 
though  he  never  carried  more 
than  a  pocket-knife  himself.  She 
does  all  the  cooking  for  herself 
and  her  son,  but  she  now  has 
help  with  house  cleaning.  Alto¬ 
gether  Ottilia  Malattia  is  one  of 
San  Francisco’s  jewels— 1,000 
points  of  light  all  in  one  person. 
I  have  rarely  been  so  impressed 


BEAT  ART 


MICHAEL  BOWEN 
Hours: 

Tuesday  -  Saturday 
1:00pm  -6:00pm 

VAN  DEN  BERGE 
GALLERY 

405  Francisco,  St., 
SF,  CA  94133 
415-693-9727 


with  an  individual. 

THD  And  Me 

by  Helen  von  Ammon 

Twenty-five  years  ago  I  moved 
from  a  small  charming  house  to 
an  aerie  on  Telly  Hill.  My 
highly  desirable  Russian  Hill 
property  was  sold  at  a  loss — a 
feat  only  I  could  accomplish, 
considering  San  Francisco’s 
pricey  property  values. 

Shortly  after  becoming  accus¬ 
tomed  to  more  studio  space  and 
an  enviable  view,  I  joined  Tele¬ 
graph  Fiill  Dwellers.  For  very 
modest  dues  I  meet  a  network 
of  folks  who  look  out  for  each 
other,  go  to  the  San  Francisco 
Symphony  at  absurdly  inexpen¬ 
sive  prices,  attend  meetings  with 
policy  officers  who  speak  to 
THDers  about  safety  in  our 
homes. 

Several  times  a  year  THD  orga¬ 
nizes  cocktail  parties  and  dinners 
at  local  establishments.  Congeni¬ 
tally  shy,  I’d  rather  have  a  root 
canal  than  go  to  these  gabby  gath¬ 
erings.  Here’s  the  usual  scenario: 
I  belly  up  to  someone,  shove  out 
my  hand  and  say  wittily,  “Hi,  I’m 
Helen.  Do  you  live  nearby? 
Where  do  you  work?”  Alterna¬ 
tively,  “What  do  you  do?”  Great 
Dialogue,  Helen! 

Never  has  anyone  approached 
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my  grandmotherly  countenance 
fills  others  with  dread  that  I  will 
launch  into  a  yawner  about  my 
grandchildren.  Highly  un¬ 
likely — I  have  no  children  or 
grandchildren.  Men  stifle 
yawns,  look  over  my  shoulder 
for  an  escape.  Little  do  they  re¬ 
alize  that  with  scant  encourage¬ 
ment  we  could  have  fascinating 
discussions  on  whether  the  Arc¬ 
tic  musk  ox  is  more  genetically 
akin  to  goats  than  to  the  rare 
takin  in  China.  And  I  will  gra¬ 
ciously  sign  your  copy  of  my 
just-published  book,  Musk  Ox 
Babies  of  the  Far  North. 

THD  membership  has  given  me 
a  personality  transplant.  No,  I 
haven’t  become  a  born  uhghin 
Christian.  I  have  learned  to  in¬ 
terview  and  write  profiles  about 
subjects  which  interest  me. 
Some  of  these  have  been  the 
Green  Street  Mortuary,  a  North 
Beach  baker,  Washington 
Square’s  gardener,  store  and  res¬ 
taurant  owners  and  individuals. 
Since  1988  these  short  essays 
have  appeared  in  The  Semaphore. 
If  all  readers  of  these  articles  ap¬ 
plaud  simultaneously,  the  sound 
will  be  of  one  hand  clapping. 

My  favorite  profile  was  of 
Nancy  and  Bob  Katz. 
Unstintingly  vigorous,  they 
were  tireless  in  their  work  for 
our  City  and  THD  in  particu¬ 


lar.  This  enthusiasm  and  “just 
do  it”  attitude  was  infectious 
among  all  who  knew  them.  A 
sensitive,  caring  couple  who  be¬ 
came  my  friends.  Now  they 
are  dead.  I  miss  them.  Gone 
also  is  the  Shlock  Shop  at  1416 
Grant  Avenue  and  owner 
Avrum  Rubenstein.  For  years  I 
passed  the  Shlock  Shop  daily, 
unable  to  venture  inside.  The 
grungy  windows  never  changed 
a  plethora  of  dusty  hats  and 
memorabilia.  Yet,  a  store  with 
the  chutzpah  not  to  dust  or 
change  the  windows  for  25  years 
FIAD  to  be  curiously  interest¬ 
ing.  I  anticipated  an  eccentric, 
ancient  owner  with  bad  teeth 
and  a  worse  disposition.  Hesi¬ 
tantly,  I  arranged  an  interview. 

None  of  the  above,  Avrum  was 
interesting,  articulate,  a  strong 
individualist.  He  spoke  of  him¬ 
self  as  “Contemporary  Archae¬ 
ology”.  An  artist,  he  lived  and 
painted  daily  in  his  art  gallery 
next  door  to  the  Shlock  Shop. 
He  had  no  live  model  so  he 
painted  portraits  of  himself;  in 
each,  he  wore  a  different  hat 
from  his  collection.  He  enjoyed 
my  Semaphore  profile  which 
seemed  to  entitle  me  to  pop  in 
frequently  and  schmooz.  He 
hardly  looked  up  from  fiddling 
with  a  bit  of  beadwork,  all  the 
while  talking  enthusiastically 
and  recommending  books. 


If  you’re  not  already  a  member 
of  Telegraph  Hill  Dwllers, 
here’s  a  tip  you’ll  thank  me  for. 
Sign  up  immediately!  This  will 
entitle  you  to  an  invite  to  the 
annual  Christmas  Party.  The 
eats  are  worth  the  annual  dues. 
I  guarantee  it. 


Uo-to-date  News  of 
Telegraph  Hill! 

Sign  Up,  or  Sign  a 
Friend  Up,  as  a  THD 
Member  &  Receive  a 
Semaphore 
Subscription 

Name: _ 

Street: _ 

City: _ 

State: _ Zip: _ 

Phone: _ 

$25  -  Member 
$40  -  Couple 

Send  to: 

THE,  POB  330159 
SF,  CA  94133 
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Reporter’s  Notebook 


by  Clyde  Steiner 

The  angel  on  Telegraph  Hill 
looked  at  least  six  feet  tall,  stand¬ 
ing  there  in  his  flowing  white 
robes.  His  huge  wings  hung  list¬ 
lessly  down  at  his  sides,  the  tips 
almost  at  his  knees.  They  were 
made  of  Polystyrene.  This  be¬ 
ing  San  Francisco,  he  was  stand¬ 
ing  on  the  roof  of  a  cable  car. 

It  was  a  TV  scene  shoot  for 
“Nash  Bridges”  at  the  comer  of 
Vallejo  and  Montgomery.  Cars 
had  lost  their  coveted  parking 
spots  in  the  niche  at  the  base  of 
the  Vallejo  steps.  Taxis  couldn’t 
take  their  shortcut  over  the  hill 
to  Grant  Avenue.  We  weren’t 
permitted  to  take  our  usual  route 
to  Broadway  when  we  pulled  out 
of  our  drive  for  the  Saturday 
early  morning  shopping  run. 
We  weren’t  permitted  back  up 
through  the  comer  when  we  re¬ 
turned  from  errands  later  in  the 
afternoon.  The  angel  was  still 
there,  on  the  roof  of  the  cable 
car.  It  seemed  as  if  nothing  had 
happened  all  day. 

Of  course,  lots  had  happened. 
Dozens  of  “setups  and  takes”  of 
the  scene  had  been  recorded,  to 
be  cut  apart  and  reedited  into  the 
fast-paced  TV  sequence  you’ll  see 
on  the  box  some  Friday  at  9:00 
PM.  The  milling  film  crew  on 
the  street  was  only  the  visible  tip 
of  the  7,000  people  who  work 
in  the  film  industry  in  San  Fran¬ 


cisco— arranging,  transporting, 
editing,  recording,  and  remaking 
images. 

It’s  all  part  of  the  charm  of  living 
in  Baghdad  by  the  Bay.  They 
don’t  do  this  crazy  stuff  in  Cin¬ 
cinnati.  It’s  the  visible  crew,  their 
big  white  trucks,  their  electrical 
apparatus  and  other  stunt  rigs 
that  annoy  us  when  they  take  our 
coveted  parking,  block  our  routes 
and  run  their  generators  up  to, 
and  past,  the  legal  10:00  PM  limit. 

THD  has  set  up  an  ad  hoc  film 
committee  to  try  and  bring  some 
order  to  the  neighborhood  chaos 
that  accompanies  film  shoots. 
Arthur  Chang,  Phil  Spitzer  and 
the  writer  are  not  attempting  to 
kill  employment  opportunies  for 
local  film  people,  or  kill  the  mil¬ 
lions  of  dollars  worth  of  free  pub¬ 
licity  our  major  industry,  tour¬ 
ism,  gets  every  time  the 
Trans  America  Building  shows  on 
the  screen,  as  it  did  in  the  “Nash 
Bridges”  shoot.  We  are  going  to 
get  the  City  to  put  some  teeth  in 
the  film  regulations,  to  make  sure 
that  residents  can  co-exist  with 
the  film  companies.  We  want  to 
make  sure  you  don’t  come  home 
from  work  and  find  your  car 
towed  to  provide  parking  for  a 
film  truck.  We  want  to  make 
sure  real  notification  is  given  be¬ 
fore  a  shoot.  We  want  to  make 
sure  film  companies  respect  the 
neighborhoods  they  want  to  use 
as  famous  backdrops,  and  con¬ 


tribute  to  their  maintenance. 

THD  is  being  joined  by  6  neigh¬ 
borhood  groups:  Russian  Hill, 
North  Beach,  Alamo  Square, 
Golden  Gateway,  Dolores  Park, 
Buena  Vista,  through  Arthur 
Chang’s  efforts.  We  are  meet¬ 
ing  with  the  police,  the  Film 
Commission  and  various  film 
industry  location  managers  to 
iron  out  the  new  regulations. 
As  anyone  who  has  watched  the 
shooting  of  an  adventure  se¬ 
quence  knows,  it  is  a  long,  slow 
laborious  process.  So  is  getting 
the  film  regulations  into  shape. 


New  at  Pier  39 

Walkers  and  joggers  are  viewing 
winter’s  pelican  migration  from 
the  end  of  the  pier.  Children  and 
visitors  await  fighting  of  the  gi¬ 
ant  Christmas  tree.  Unusual 
shops,  a  new  San  Francisco:  The 
Movie,  and  the  Underwater 
World  aquarium  have  attracted 
more  locals.  Also  new,  to  con¬ 
venience  North  Beach  residents, 
as  well  as  tourists,  United  Air 
Lines  has  opened  an  office  in  the 
lobby  of  the  Cinemax  Theatre 
where  tickets  for  domestic  and 
international  flights  can  be 
bought,  exchanged,  frequent 
flyer  ticketing  arranged— another 
incentive  to  visit  the  Pier  and  save 
a  trip  downtown.  United’s  full- 
service  office  also  faxes  tickets  to 
guarantee  air  fare.  Very  pleas¬ 
ant  Audrey  Olsen  is  at  the  desk. 
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THD  Committees  Need  You 


You  can  make  a  difference! 
Join  one  of  THD’s  committees, 
meet  and  work  with  your  fel¬ 
low  Hill  Dwellers  to  improve 
life  on  the  Hill. 

SPECIAL  COMMITTEES 

Crime  Prevention.  Pat 
Lorentzen,  781-0456.  Organizes 
S.A.F.E;  neighborhood  watch 
groups  and  works  with  Police 
Department  on  local  crime 
problems.  Participates  in  Police 
Community  Relations  Com¬ 
mittee. 

HALO.  Ait  Chang,  33 1-9595 
x  733.  Focuses  on  the  Flistory, 
Art,  Landmarks  and  Organiza¬ 
tions  that  tell,  show,  demon¬ 
strate  and  create  the  story  of  our 
neighborhood. 

Hill’s  Angels.  Mia  Morrill, 
982-4850.  Getting  families  to¬ 
gether  for  fun  with  their  chil¬ 
dren  and  to  work  on  projects  to 
improve  our  environment  on 
Telegraph  Hill. 

N.I.C.E.  Dawne  Bernhardt, 
982-3314.  Creates  neighbor¬ 
hood  projects  that  Improve, 
Conserve,  Enhance  the  Hill. 
Work  parties  plant,  clean,  beau¬ 
tify.  N.I.C.E.  Awards  recog¬ 
nize  “People  Who  Make  A  Dif¬ 
ference.” 


N.E.R.T.  June  Fraps,  392- 
1187.  Energizes  members  to  take 
emergency  disaster  response 
training  program  sponsored  by 
the  City. 

Neighborhood  Liaison.  Sue 
Cauthen,  391-0737.  Represents 
TFID  at  Coalition  for  SF  Neigh¬ 
borhoods,  a  city-wide  organiza¬ 
tion  that  meets  monthly  to  in¬ 
teract  with  other  neighborhoods 
to  discuss  common  problems. 

Parking  and  Transporta¬ 
tion.  Paul  Switzer,  788-8667. 
Represents  THDers  before  City 
agencies  on  traffic  control,  curb 
markings  and  Muni  service,  co¬ 
operating  with  other  neighbor¬ 
hood  groups. 

Pioneer  Park  Improvement 
Project.  Howard  Wong,  982- 
5055.  Its  goal  is  to  increase 
useability  of  the  Park’s  open 
space  and  to  improve  accessibil¬ 
ity  and  safety  through  planning, 
work  parties  and  fundraising. 

Planning  and  Zoning.  Jim 

Valenti,  398-0076.  Dick  Marshall, 
885-5128.  Assists  neighbors  with 
zoning  issues  and  Discretionary 
Reviews;  represents  THD  posi¬ 
tions  before  the  Planning  Com¬ 
mission  and  works  with  develop¬ 
ers  and  the  City  to  protect  neigh¬ 
borhood  character. 


Waterfront.  Bob  Tibbits, 
986-7227.  Monitors  new  devel¬ 
opment  projects  for  commercial 
and  recreational  activities  as  they 
are  processed  by  the  Port  Com¬ 
mission,  Planning  Department 
and  SF  Bay  Conservation  and 
Development  Commission. 

STANDING  COMMITTEES 

Budget.  Maud  Hallin,  781- 
3761.  As  prescribed  in  By-Laws 
for  Treasurer. 

Membership.  As  prescribed 
in  By-Laws  for  Financial  Secre¬ 
tary. 

Program.  Arranges  social 
events,  including  quarterly 
membership  meetings  and  get- 
acquainted  social  functions. 

Semaphore.  Patricia  Cady, 
397-2175.  The  editor  and  staff 
produce  a  quarterly  magazine 
for  THD  members. 


India! 

15-day  tour  led  by  Cheryl 
Bendey  departs  January  9  to 
nontouristy  sites.  $3,750 
land/air.  392-4081 


Collectible  Books 

30  leather-bound,  gilt-edge 
science  fiction  classis.  Call 
Sara,  391-9919  for  titles.  $10 
each  or  $275  for  the  set. 


To  place  a  classified  ad  call  Steve  Hord  at  781-1 1 17 
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ik  SAN  HEMP  Ho  rn 

San  Francisco 's  Best  Kept  Secret 


-WHEN  L  FOUND  THE  SAN  REMOJ  KNEW 
I  HAD  STRUCK  GOLD.” 

"  ~  “  —  —  “Susan  Spano.New  York  Times 

“YOU  GAN  COUNT-ON-THE-FRJENDLY,  BILINGUAL, 
CITY  SAVVY  STAFF  AT  THE  SAN  REMO  HOTEL” 

Northern "Calilomia  Best'Places  •  1993-96 

“SAN  REMO  IS  ArnTTLE-CHARMER.” . . 

The  Women’s  Travel  Guide 

“THE  SAN  REMO  HOTEL  IS  A  GREAT  PLACE  FOR 
SINGLE  TRAVELERS  TO  FEEL  AT  HOME.” 

Mary  Forgione,  LA  Daily  News 

“SAN  REMO  HOTEL  IS  TIDY  AND  ENDEARING..”. 

San  Francisco’s  Top  10  Hotels,  LA  Times 

“THIS  PLACE  IS  PERFECT!” 

Postcard  from  Faye  of  Half  Moon  Bay 


♦_  1_9Q6  . Historic  Hotel 

♦  Charming  European  Style  Pensione 

♦  Near  Fisherman’s  Wharf  and  North  Beach 

♦  $45  to  $65  Nightly  ♦  1  Block  to  Cable  Cars 


2237  Mason  Street  Near  Chestnut  ♦  (800)  352-REMO  ♦  (415)  776-8688 
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THD  CALENDAR 

First  Saturday  Stair  &  Garden  Work  Party.  December  7.  To  volunteer 
or  for  more  information  call  391-9919. 

Holiday  Hospitality  Walk.  December  12,  5:30-9:30  PM.  Invitations 
will  be  mailed. 

Christmas  Sing-a-long.  December  15,  5:30-7:30  PM.  Meet  at  Stockton 
and  Filbert  at  Washington  Square. 

N.I.C.E.  Committee  meets  1st  Tuesday  of  each  month.  982-3314. 

Parking  &  Traffic  Committee  meets  every  2nd  Saturday  at  11  AM  at 
The  Gathering  Caffe,  1326  Grant  Avenue. 

The  Coalition  for  San  Francisco  Neighborhoods  meets  every  3rd  Tues¬ 
day.  391-0737. 


